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Measure Your Life in Love 
 
True Confession: I have a major soft spot for musicals. Broadway musicals, high school theatre, musical film ï 

you name, I love it. From the cast of Wicked onstage at Fair Park to the Berkner High production of Sound of 

Music, I just love musicals. One of my early favorites is the movie version of Rent. The opening number, 

ñSeasons of Loveò, asks a profound question ï How does one measure a life? Is a life measured in the number 

of years lived? In the 525,600 minutes that make up each year? Can a life be measured in daylights, sunsets, 

midnights, or cups of coffee? Is a life measured by the bridges burned, tears cried, truths learned, or the way 

one died? How about love? What if we measured our lives in love, by love, and through love? ñMeasure your life in loveò the 

opening number exhorts, ñseasons of love.ò 

 

What might it look like for our lives to be measured in love? In raising children, choosing to commit our life to another in 

marriage, in giving away the cash in our wallet to a hungry stranger, tutoring a student who has fallen behind the curve, in 

holding open the door, offering a smile and encouraging word, in investing our lives in the well-being of those around us ï there 

are so many ways we pour out our lives in love to the world around us. Scripture says simply, ñGod is love, and those who live 

in love live in God and God lives in themò (1 John 3:16). Every time we love, we catch a glimpse of God. The same scripture 

reminds us, ñWe love because God first loved usò (3:19). So each time we love, we are living like God and responding to Godôs 

love for us. Every act of love, no matter how small, reflects God. 

 

Quite simply, that is the primary motivating momentum behind our work planting Pecan Street Mission. Every time we gather, 

we repeat the phrase ñLove Deeply, Live Differentlyò to remind people that love is our core. Since God first loved us, we are 

moved to be contagious carriers of Godôs love out into the world. As Iôve repeated countless times, 59% of the Wise County 

population claims ñno religious affiliationò ï no meaningful connection to a community of faith inviting them deeper into the 

love of God. We get to be the agents of Godôs love in this community. For people who have been hurt, abused, & neglected by 

the church, we get to say ñYou are lovedò ï For people who have been told their entire lives they are unlovely & unlovable, we 

get to say ñYou are lovedò -  For people who have serious questions about faith & the work of God in the world, we get to say 

ñYou are lovedò ï For people seeking a place to reconnect with the God who has loved them since before they were born, we get 

to say ñYou are loved.ò Our work, as people of faith, is to invite others into experiencing this rich and abundant love of God that 

has so overwhelmed our lives. The seeds of Godôs love have already been planted; now we get to work alongside the Master 

Gardener as love bears rich fruit. 

 

Letôs lean-in to measuring our lives in love, giving love away each moment of our days. When our last breath has been taken, 

may it be said, ñThey lived well in love.ò 

 

 

In Christ, 

Ricky Harrison 

tŜŎŀƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ tǊŜǾƛŜǿ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
 

tŜŎŀƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŎƘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ CƛǊǎǘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 
5ŜŎŀǘǳǊ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмуΦ Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мпǘƘ ŀƴŘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ммǘƘ ŀǎ tŜŎŀƴ 
{ǘǊŜŜǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ άǇǊŜǾƛŜǿǎέ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΗ 
 

hǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ млΥпрŀƳ ƛƴ !ǎōǳǊȅ IŀƭƭΦ 
/ƻƳŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƻũŜŜ ϧ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǎƴŀŎƪǎΗ 
 

ǇŜŎŀƴǎǘǊŜŜǘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦƻǊƎ 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
aƻƴŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ м 
рΥлл ǇΦƳΦΣ wƻƻƳ олл 

 
²ƛǎŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ aŜƴ 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ н 
сΥол ǇΦƳΦΣ C¦a/ !ƭǾƻǊŘ 

 
5ŜŎŀǘǳǊ /ŀǊŜǎ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ с 
тΥпр ŀΦƳΦΣ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ [ƻǘ 

 
.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƴƛƳŀƭǎ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ с 

млΥлл ŀΦƳΦΣ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǝƻƴ 

 
¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ф 
сΥлл ǇΦƳΦΣ wƻƻƳ нлф 

 
{ǘŀũ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ му 
мнΥлл ǇΦƳΦΣ wƻƻƳ нлф 

 
CŀƳƛƭȅ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ¢ŜŀƳ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

aƻƴŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нн 
рΥол ǇΦƳΦΣ wƻƻƳ нлф 

 
aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ aŜƴΩǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нт 

тΥлл ŀΦƳΦΣ wƻƻƳ млл όCŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ Iŀƭƭύ 

 
¢Ǌǳƴƪ ƻǊ ¢ǊŜŀǘ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нт 
рΥлл ǇΦƳΦ-тΥлл ǇΦƳΦΣ C¦a/ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ [ƻǘ 

 
bh wŜŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ом 

 
 
 
 
 
 

/I¦w/I CwL9b5{ !b5 C!aL[¸ 
 
 

 
¢ƛƳ ²ƻƻŘǊǳũΣ !ōōȅ .ǊŀƳƭŜǧΣ !ƴƛǎǘƻƴ wŜŜǾŜǎΣ wŜǾΦ 5ƻƴ ¸ŜŀƎŜǊΣ 
CŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ .ŜƭƛƴŘŀ ²ƻƘƭƭŜōŜƴΣ bƻŀƘ {ƳƛǘƘ Σ WΦ9Φ /ŀǊǎƻƴ Σ 
aŀŘƻƭȅƴ /ƻƴƎŘƻƴΣ YŜƛǘƘ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΣ !ƭƭŜƴ WŀƳƛǎƻƴΣ 
.ǊǳŎŜ {ƘǊǳƭƭΣ aŜǊƭŜ 5ƛ bƻǘƻ Σ 9ŀǊƭ ²ƻƘƭƭŜōŜƴ 

 
 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΥ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ CƻǊǘŜƴōŜǊǊȅΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ WƻǊŘŀƴΣ 
WŀƪŜ [ƻƎǳŜΣ WƻǎƘ aǳǊǇƘȅΣ /ƘǊƛǎ IŀƳƳƻƴŘΣ 

aŀǧƘŜǿ wƻōŜǊǎƻƴΣ Yƻƭƛƴ wƻǧƴŜǊΣ WƻǎƘǳŀ ±ŀƴbƻȅΣ 
YŜȅƎǳƴ .ŜŀǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ .ǊȅŎŜ 5ǳŘƭŜȅ 

 

 

 

 

 

м - /ȅƴǘƘƛŀ 5ŜǎwƻŎƘŜǎΣ 5ŀǾŜ 9ŀǘƻƴ 

о - bƻŀƘ {ƳƛǘƘΣ !ǎƘǘȅƴ ¢ŀƭƭŜȅ 

п - WΦ9Φ /ŀǊǎƻƴ 

р - {ƘŀǊȅƴ IŜƭƳΣ WƻǊŘŀƴ bǳƭƭ 

с - WŀŎƻō ±ŀǳƎƘŀƴ 

т - ¢ŜǊƛŎƪ IǳƴǘΣ CǊŜŘ wŜƴŦǊƻΣ /ƭƛũ ±ƛŎƪ 

у - YƻŘȅ YƭŜƳŜƴǘΣ {ƘŀȅƭŜŜ aŀǊǝƴΣ wŀƴŘȅ {ƘǊǳƭƭ 

ф - /Ǌȅǎǘŀƭ YƭƻǎŜ 

мм - ½ŀȅƴŜ .ǊƻǿƴƛƴƎΣ !ǳǎǝƴ {ŜǿŜƭƭΣ ²ƛƭƭ {ǿŀƴǎƻƴ 

мн - bŀƴŎȅ .ƻȅŘΣ bƛŎƪ aŀǊǝƴΣ 5ƛȄƛŜ tŀǊƪǎ 

мо - /ŀǎŜȅ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎ 

мр - /ŀǎǎƛŜ {ƘŜƴƪƛǊ 

мс - YŜǾƛƴ aǳƴƴŜǊƭȅƴ 

мт - WŀŎƛŜ {ǘƻƴŜ 

му - {ŀǊŀƘ /ǳƭǇŜǇǇŜǊΣ aŀȅƭƛ aƻǊŜƭŀƴŘ 

мф - Wƻ ²ƻƻŘǊǳũ 

нл - [ƛȊ [ȅƭŜǎ 

нм - .ǳŘŘȅ .ƭŀŎƪΣ wƛŎƪȅ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ IƻƻŜΣ wƛƭŜȅ YŜƭƭŜǊ 

нн - /ƻǊŜȅ .ƻǎǿƻǊǘƘ 
но - IŜƴǊȅ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ 
нр - Wƻ!ƴƴ /ƻŎŀƴƻǳƎƘŜǊΣ wƛŎƪ vǳƛǊƛƴƎΣ .ƻƴƴƛŜ wŀǿƭƛƴƎǎΣ 

        5ŜōǊŀ ²ƛƭƪƛƴǎƻƴΣ wƻȄŀƴƴŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ 

нс - 5ŀƴŀ aŎ/ŀǊǊƻƭƭ 

нф - !ǳōǊŜȅ aŎ!ƭƛǎǘŜǊΣ !ōƛƎŀƛƭ wƻōŜǊǘǎΣ [ƛƴŘŀ {ƳƛǘƘΣ  
       WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ ±ŀǳƎƘŀƴ 
ол - {ǘŜǾŜƴ .ŜƘǊƛƴƎŜǊ 

October 
Happenings 

FUMC Mission Statement 

òMaking disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.ó 

October 
Birthdays 



 
Donations for WARM 

Paper Goods (Paper Towels, Toilet Paper) 
 

Sunday Refreshments 
Open Doors Class 

 
Guest Follow Up 
Shirley Peterson 

 
Care Corp 

Donna Reeves, Notifier 
Dana McCarroll, Roxanne Williams, Becky Black, 

Clyde & Penny Holt, Chris Sconce 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ тǘƘ 
уΥол ŀΦƳΦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾŜǊǎΥ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ [ŀƛǊŘ ϧ aŀǊƎǳŀǊŜǧŜ wƻōŜǊǘǎ 
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ .Ŝƴ .ƻƴŘ 

млΥрл ŀΦƳΦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾŜǊǎΥ /ƘŜǊȅƭ wŜƴŦǊƻ ϧ !ƴƴŜǧŜ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎ 

!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ  
/ƻǳƴǘŜǊǎΥ  aŀǎƻƴ ²ƻƻŘǊǳũ ϧ !ƴƴŜǧŜ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎ 

 
 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ мпǘƘ 
 уΥол ŀΦƳΦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ    

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾŜǊǎΥ WŀƳƛŜ ²ŀƭǘƘŜǊ ϧ WŀƴŜ tŜƳōŜǊǘƻƴ 
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ IŀƴƴŀƘ ϧ ¢ǊŜȅ aƛƭƭƛƳŀƴ 
млΥрл ŀΦƳΦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ                                               

!ŎƻƭȅǘŜǎΥ ¢ǳŎƪŜǊ IŀƳƳƻƴǎ ϧ !ōōȅ wŜŜǾŜǎ 
/ƻǳƴǘŜǊǎΥ DŀǊȅ /ƻŎŀƴƻǳƎƘŜǊ ϧ /ƭŀȅ tŀǧŜǊǎƻƴ 

 
 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нмǎǘ 
уΥол ŀΦƳΦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾŜǊǎΥ ̧ ƻǳǘƘ                                             

!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ aŀŘƛ ϧ aŀȅƭƛ aƻǊŜƭŀƴŘ 
млΥ рл ŀΦƳΦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ !ƭƛǎǎŀ .ǳǘƭŜǊ 

/ƻǳƴǘŜǊǎΥ ¢ŜǊǊȅ Iǳǎǘƻƴ ϧ /ƘŜǊȅƭ wŜƴŦǊƻ 

 
 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нуǘƘ 
уΥол ŀΦƳΦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾŜǊǎΥ !ǎŀ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ϧ wƻƴƴƛŜ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ 
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ !ǳŘǊŜŜ ϧ ½ŀŎƘŀǊȅ YƴƻȄ 
млΥ рл ŀΦƳΦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ [ŀƴŜ /ǊŀǾŜƴ 

/ƻǳƴǘŜǊǎΥ  
 
 
 
 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {Ŝǘ ¦ǇΥ {ŜŜƪŜǊǎ /ƭŀǎǎ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Saturday, October 6 th  

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
 

Location:  
Episcopal Church of the Resurrection  

905 S. Church St., Decatur, TX  
 

Bring your pet (or a photo of your pet)  
 

Please keep your dogs on leashes and cats in carriers  
 

Large animals welcome!  

 

Provides scholarships for Methodists 
around the globe.  

Sunday  
October 7 th 



wŜŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ς ¢ƘŜ нƴŘ IŀƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ wŜǾΦ !ŘŀƳ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ 
 

¢ƘŜ нƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ wŜŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ оΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ 

ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ŦƻǊ wŜŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŘ ƘƻǇŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΦέ !ŘŀƳ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ¦ƴŀŦǊŀƛŘΥ [ƛǾƛƴƎ ²ƛǘƘ /ƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ IƻǇŜ 

ƛƴ ¦ƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƻǇƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭΦ {ƛƎƴ-ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

bŀǊǘƘŜȄ ƻǊ ŎƻƳŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ŀ ōƻƻƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƛǎ ϷмрΦлл ǇŜǊ ōƻƻƪΦ  

THANK YOU  
for your generous support on the last two mission projects! 

 
They were a great success and 

because of your generosity, 

a lot of people have been helped. 

 

Preschool Supply Drive Gen 1 Shoe Project  

 

 

 

 

  All Saints Sunday 
    Sunday, November 4 

 

 

Great Day of Service (Thanksgiving Boxes) 
         Sunday, November 18 

 

  Church-Wide Thanksgiving Dinner 

Sunday, November 18 

 

 

   Hanging of the Greens 
           Family style event for all ages 

    Wednesday, November 28 

 

    Choir Cantata 

    yChristmas Presence - " (@SGDQHMF NE )NODu 1D@BDu @MC -NUDx 

    Sunday, December 23 

 

 

    Christmas Eve-Eve Community Candlelight Worship  
      Dec. 23, 7pm @ the Downtown Square     

SAVE THE DATE 


